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Dear Members and Friends,
Hugh Whelchel, Director of The Institute for Faith, Work and Economics asks this postChristmas question on his blog: “Should Christians Set Goals?” He presents this as a bit of a
paradox in that in the bible the book of James says:
Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and
spend a year there and trade and make a profit”—yet you do not know what tomorrow will
bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes.
Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that” (Jam. 4:13-15
ESV)
Furthermore, on several occasions the Holy Spirit prevented the Apostle Paul from following
through on his travel plans. So why plan? (Acts 16:6-7). However, many biblical workers planned
and undertook long building projects in order to follow and honor God. For example, Noah,
Joseph, Moses, and Nehemiah. Jesus tells us to seek first the Kingdom of God and all our needs
will be added unto us.1 How do we seek the Kingdom of God without goals?
Thus, the questions remains: “Should Christians be goal setters, or should we just wait to see what
God does with and for us?” I guess the answer lies in our attempts to follow God and to seek
God’s Kingdom among ourselves. After all, this world is all we have right now. What is it that
God wants us to do with the resources with which we are blessed?
For my part, to bring God’s will done on earth, I will try to fulfill the Great Commandment to
love God and love people. I also want to fulfill the Great Commission to go out into the world
and make disciples of all nations. That means to bring the Good News of salvation and redemption
through Jesus Christ to the ears of those who need to hear it. These things are not easy because
we often experience rejection and scorn from those who have thus far chosen not to hear this
news. What’s more, people actively get in the way as we try to do that. However, it is the plan of
God that we seek this.
My hope for our upcoming year is that we continue to follow through with our newly established
vision, mission and ministry plan based on the above directives from God.
I am happy to be a fellow worker with you in fulfilling God’s plan on earth.
I wish you a happy, blessed 2018! Thanks for being here! I hope to see you in church!

Pastor Kathryn

1

Hugh Whelchel, Institute for Faith, Work and Economics, https://tifwe.org/goal-setting-christians....
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Message from the Consistory President
January 2018
“And the word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, full of
grace and truth.” John 1:14
Let us all aim to live a Christian life by not only talking about it or thinking about it, but
by doing it –
I’ve said it in my messages, we are a busy and blessed church. Jerusalem UCC is full of
people talking the talk and walking the walk … We’re all in this together!
May 2018 be a year of continued growth and much progress for Jerusalem UCC!
It’s been my honor to serve as Consistory President for 2017 and to serve on consistory
for three years. Thank you to all for the support, guidance, and friendship!
Baby Announcement:
Welcome to the world, Jackson Daniel Hiester! Our grandson, Jackson, was born on
Sunday, December 17th at 5:10 p.m. in the Lancaster Women and Babies Hospital in
Lancaster, PA. Jackson weighed in at 8 lbs. even and 22 inches long. He’s a beautiful and
healthy little guy. Jackson is the son of Megan (Lazicki) Hiester and Christopher Hiester
of Elizabethtown, PA.
Blessings and Peace ~~ Andrea Lazicki
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Christian Education Happenings
Marcia Heinick
Thank you so much to our beautiful children for the incredible job they did
at the Christmas Program. I heard lots of wonderful comments!
The angels were especially divine!!! Thank you to Paul, Bob and Lenny
for helping us out during the Glorias.
Sunday School and Nursery will resume January 6th, 2018.
We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and that your New Year is blessed!
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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SUNDAY CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PROGRAMS
**Registration required for all programs**
Nursery (infant to pre-K): Meets with Judy Hessinger at 9:00 AM in the Sunday School room.
For the nursery, parents are required to stay on premises and may be asked to stay with their
children depending on planned activities.
Children (ages 5-12) “Children’s Church” program begins during the 9 am service; children are
released for Bible School around 9:15 AM. Parents are encouraged to stay for church service.
Registration required.
Youth Group (ages 13-17): For more information contact youth leader Bob Fahringer,
fahringerr@hotmail.com or cell at 484-597-6434.

Adult Sunday School: Meets in the Choir Room at 9:00 am.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
INSTALLATION / ORDINATION OF NEW CONSISTORY MEMBERS

There will be a special Installation Liturgy for the new Consistory Members on
Sunday, January 7th, 2018 at the 10:30 am Service. Our new members are Rick
Anderson, Lorrie Nothstein, Laura Maliszewski and Marcia Heinick. Please come
and show your support for these new leaders in our church!
VISIT FROM OUR CONFERENCE MINISTER
On Sunday, January 14th, our PNEC Conference Minister, Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates,
will make a special visit to JUCC to talk to us about Developing Christian Laity
Leadership, Management and Church Growth. She will be coming on Sunday,
January 14th at 12:00 noon to first have a light lunch with us and then speak with us.
Anyone who is interested in hearing what wisdom Rev. Bates can convey is welcome!
Our Fellowship Committee will provide the light lunch, but anyone wishing to add a
delicious dessert may kindly do so!
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!
Sue Levandusky
Susan was born and raised in Palmerton, PA. and was the daughter of Peter and Mary
Levandusky (both deceased). She has two brothers, Peter and David and two
deceased siblings – Christine and Carl. Susan attended the Palmerton Area School
District. After graduating, she was employed by the Palmerton Area School District
as a secretary at the high school for one year, afterwards was transferred to the district
office as secretary to the Assistant Superintendent. A few years later, she was
appointed secretary to the Superintendent of Schools. Susan worked at the school
district for 34 years, retired in June of 2005. She worked part-time at the Hallmark
Store in Lehighton for 8 years after retiring from the school district. Susan is fully
retired and enjoys spending time with her dog, Colby and her cat, Willow. She loves
gardening, bird-watching, along with the chipmunks and squirrels that are always
eating the bird food! Also likes to read, do crossword puzzles and just makes the
most of each and every day! Susan feels blessed to be welcomed as a member of the
Jerusalem UCC. The congregation is so kind and friendly, along with Pastor Kathryn
and her husband. GOD IS GOOD!!!
Donna George
Donna is a Pennsylvania native who was confirmed at JUCC and was a member of
the Dinkey Lutheran Church. Donna worked for several years at Scotty’s Fashion in
Little Gap before moving on to Indigo Jeans and Spring Dell in Mahoning Valley.
Donna is married to her husband, Richard, and they have 3 children, 1 grandchild and
another on the way in January! Donna is related to the Hawk Family. – her mom’s
brother is Ray Hawk. Donna and Richard reside in Lehighton. Donna likes to sew,
play bingo, do puzzles, cook and bake.
2017 THANKSGIVING FILLING SALE
We made 1200 lbs. of filling and it’s all sold! A BIG thank you to everyone who
helped either by donating items, chopping, dicing, peeling, slicing, or mixing. Also
thanks to all who sold or delivered all that filling!
Income: $3700.00 - Expenses: $ 608.71
Profit: $2761.29 - Tithe:
$2485.16
GOD BLESS ~ Lana Kuehner
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“…pray for one another, so that you may be healed.” (James 5:13)
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing…” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-17)
As disciples of Jesus, we seek to pray daily.
Below is a list of those who need our prayers.

Shorter term prayer concerns:

Barry Smale
Jim Hessinger
Tod Kreger
Dolores George
Joanne Frable
Grace Arnold
Tyler Gruber and friend, Jeremy
Bruce Gillette
Longer term prayer concerns:
Jim Behler
John Lawrence
Orpha Shaffer
Kayla Johnson
Bonnie O’Brien
Leon Smale
Dalton Fredericks
Gerald Hawk

Anna Bowman
Shawn Everett
Kenny Gates
Mary Sherer Wingrove
Jim Buck
Peg Zeiser
Bob Buck
Jillian Hessinger & family

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
JANUARY FLOWERS & BULLETIN SPONSORS
January 7 – Lorraine Weiss in memory of friends lost to cancer
January 14 – Matthew Binder in honor of grandparents Jim & Doris
Behler’s 62nd anniversary
January 21 – Leon & Danielle George in memory of loved ones
January 28 – Lana Kuehner in honor of birthdays – great nephew
Steele’s 7th and great niece Quinn’s 5th

OPEN DATES FOR FLOWERS & BULLETINS
The following dates are still open for sponsoring the
Sunday Bulletins and flowers for the altar:
July 8th ~ July 22nd ~ July 29th
August 19th ~ September 2nd, 23rd ~ November 4th
Please see Deb Cope to sponsor on one of these dates!
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JANUARY GREETERS
January 7 – Grace & Leonard Borger
January 14 – Shirley Hawk & Kim Williams
January 21 – Barry George & Delbert Knecht
January 28 – Deb Cope & Sue Levandusky

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

2018 CALENDAR
The following are JUCC’s dates for hosting families
along with Jerusalem Lutheran:
February 25th through March 3rd
May 20th through May 26th
August 12th through August 18th
November 11th through November 17th
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
A Great BIG THANK YOU to everyone at JUCC who
worked so diligently all of 2017 to make our ministries
grow and flourish! Thank you for sharing all of your gifts
and talents with our church and with our church guests.
You all make this a wonderful place to be! Happy 2018!!
Please stay tuned in to our publications, newsletter,
bulletins, website, and Facebook page
for information on our
Winter PA Dutch Heritage Festival!
(Date to be determined)
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A Bible Study on the Book of Revelation
is in the planning stages. Please check with
the church office secretary for times &
dates if you are interested in attending.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

2018 CHURCH DIRECTORY
Our updated church directory will be ready for distribution in February 2018. The directory
will be distributed to all active members of JUCC. If anyone does NOT wish to have their
name, address or phone number listed in the directory, please contact the church secretary
by January 15th, 2018. In order to be sure that we have your contact information correct for
the new directory, please call (or email) the church office at 610-681-4412 between the hours
of 9am and 1 pm, Tuesday through Friday, if there have been any changes to your address,
phone number, or email in the past couple of years. Also, if your mailing address is a “PO
Box”, we would like to have your actual physical address for the purpose of pastoral care
should it be needed. This information can be kept confidential if you so desire and would
not be listed in the directory without your consent. Any changes are needed by the end of
January!
WE WANT TO BE SURE OUR RECORDS ARE UP-TO-DATE!
juccsecy@ptd.net

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
REMINDER
CONTRIBUTIONS – The end of the year is coming quickly. If you have not contributed to
the church this year, you still have a chance. Please mail your contributions to the church or
drop them off at the church during office hours. Contributions must be received no later than
December 31st in order to be counted for 2017. It takes everyone’s contributions to keep our
church operating. Please do your part!
COMMUNION – Please remember to complete a communion card at least once per year
following your participation in Holy Communion.
(Note: Financial support and Holy Communion participation are responsibilities of membership per our By-laws.
This information is tracked by church envelope name/number and communion card name.)

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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2018 ANNUAL REPORT
It’s time once again to start putting together the Annual Report which is due
in February, 2018. If you are responsible for one of the reports, please be
sure to submit it to the church secretary no later than January 15th, 2018. If
you have any questions, please call the church office.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Just a reminder - Our beverage can shed is looking for your
empty aluminum beverage cans.
There are two deposit slots: one for crushed cans
and one for uncrushed cans.
REGISTER RECEIPTS
Please continue to save your register receipts from Kinsley's Shop Rite in Brodheadsville,
Weis Markets and Redners. Last year, receipts were down from prior years, so consider
requesting receipts from your neighbors and friends. Bring or mail them to the church to
the attention of Lana Kuehner.
Receipts that will not be accepted include:
--- Kinsley's receipts with the senior discounts, prescriptions, cigarettes,
and beer.
--- Weis Markets receipts with prescriptions, cigarettes and beer.

Jerusalem UCC CCLI license number 2745745
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